
Technical Highlight: Conditions Glossary Database

As part of our work documenting existing 
conditions of a variety of materials, Vertical Access 
has developed a conditions glossary to illustrate 

and standardize survey terms. 

The Vertical Access conditions glossary incorporates 
visual and descriptive content. It is material-based, with 
different material “libraries.” The terms used are meant 
to describe the existing condition, without making any 
judgment on the cause of the condition and without 
prescription for repair. In this sense, it is intended to be a 
first look, with analysis and evaluation following form the 
documentation. 

Vertical Access uses the glossary as an in-house training 
document to achieve greater consistency among staff 
surveyors. We also share the document with other 
team members on projects that we work on, so that all 
of the members of a project team can use a common 
vocabulary when discussing the types of conditions to be 
recorded. 

Our conditions glossary exists primarily as a searchable 
database available online: 

http://www.vertical-access.com/glossary.html 

The glossary is a work in progress, with comments and 
suggestions for improvement encouraged.  

For an in depth discussion of Conditions Clossaries, read 
Evan’s article here: http://www.apti.org/clientuploads/
publications/PracticePoints/PracticePoints12.pdf
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