
Original architect

John Russell Pope (completed 1932)

Building owner 

Yale University

In collaboration with

• Hillier Architecture, architect

• Spiegel Zamecnik & Shah, structural engineer

• Loring Consulting Engineers, MEP Engineer

• GB Geotechnics Limited, non-destructive investiga-
tion

• Jablonski Berkowitz Conservation, Inc.,  
materials conservator

• Femenella & Associates, Inc., stained glass conservator

• Fusco Corporation, construction manager

Building description 

The Payne Whitney Gymnasium is a massive complex 
consisting of 5-story wings to the east and west of a 
9-1/2-story tower, comprising a total of 640,000 square 
feet. The tower of the Payne Whitney Gymnasium rises 
nearly 230 feet above the main entrance on the south 
side of the building and adjoins the east and west wings 
of the lower building at the fifth floor level. Like the 
rest of the gymnasium complex, the tower has a steel 
frame with a composite masonry exterior wall com-
prised of brick faced with stone. 

The buff-colored Ohio sandstone used at the exterior 
has various tooling patterns in the field of the walls and 
is smoothly dressed at the trim and window surrounds.
Elements of Gothic massing and decoration, such as 
a crenellated parapet, corner buttresses and pointed 
arched window openings with leaded glass and ornate 
stone tracery, give the gymnasium tower the appearance 
of a cathedral.

Scope of work

•	 Surveyed and documented existing conditions at 
exterior of tower.

• Provided live-feed video to project team during 
inspection of representative exterior areas.

•	Collected material samples for analysis and testing by 
project conservators.
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