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Building description

The Fleming Administration Building,
designed by Alden B. Dow and completed
in 1968, is a 6-story, brick-clad building
with limestone trim centrally located on
the campus of the University of Michigan
in Ann Arbor. The building is named for
Robben Fleming, the 9th president of

the University of Michigan, and houses
administrative offices. It is square in plan,
with projecting fagades floating above a
recessed ground floor with low round-
arched entrances. The fagade treatment,
with vertical and horizontal bands of
limestone and windows of varying sizes
arranged in an asymmetrical grid, was
reportedly inspired by the paintings of
Piet Mondrian.

Alden B. Dow is noted for his contribution
to “Michigan Modern” architecture and
was named architect laureate of Michigan
shortly before his death in 1983. Dow de-
signed six buildings for the University of
Michigan, along with several other com-
mercial and civic buildings in Ann Arbor.

Scope of work
® Perform a hands-on inspection of the brick

and limestone all four exterior fagades.

* Assist SGH engineers in investigating
the cause of limestone spalling.

Problems solved

* Used industrial rope access to gain
hands-on access to all areas of the
building facades, minimizing disruption
to building users.

* Documented building conditions using
digital photographs.

Building owner

University of Michigan

In collaboration with
Simpson, Gumpertz & Heger, Inc.
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